Economic impact
One of the Government’s principal aims for HS2 is the regeneration
of northern cities and the creation of national economic growth. The
economic benefits of the scheme are forecast to be approximately
£50billion, with over 100,000 jobs across the UK. This includes
13,200 jobs in the Leeds City Region and 5,000 in Sheffield City
Region. The increase in passenger-carrying capacity and journey
time reductions will support substantial long-term economic growth
in both the Leeds and Sheffield City Regions.
There will be further benefits to the local economy as well as new

creation of a rolling stock maintenance depot near Wakefield and
an infrastructure maintenance depot at Staveley, North Derbyshire.

Recommendations for
next steps
There is still work to do to ensure that the Leeds and Sheffield City
Regions get maximum value from HS2. The recommendations from
our report for transport and land-use initiatives are summarised
below. They will ensure that the transformational effects of HS2 are
injected into local businesses and communities.

job opportunities for the Leeds and Sheffield City Regions with the

Objectives

Means of delivery

Maximise high-speed and existing rail connections

Make sure that interchange between existing and HS2 railway stations
can be achieved as easily and quickly as possible.

Maximise HS2 and existing station access and enhance attractiveness of
City Regions in advance of HS2

Review local transport plans and make the case for Government support
to improve the provision of local transport from across the City Regions
to the stations.
Review HS2 station proposals to ensure new and existing businesses
can grow and flourish through improved transport links.

Maximise the use of HS2

As currently proposed, the HS2 network will have spare capacity in
Yorkshire where the existing rail network is constrained. Consider further
how the HS2 infrastructure can be integrated with our existing railways to
make sure it can be used to maximum benefit. This could see improved
regional services and greater investment in the existing railways.

Improve road access to new HS2 stations from across the region

Develop plans to improve road access (motorway infrastructure, car
parks and coach links) to the HS2 stations and make the case for
Government support to provide the best possible links from across both
City Regions.

Assess the local impacts of HS2

Study the likely local economic effects of HS2 so that plans can be put
together to make sure any new development will complement HS2 and
boost the local economy.

HS2 Ltd is responsible for leading consultations on the development and construction of HS2 as well as supporting the Department for
Transport in the passage of the Hybrid Bill through Parliament.

For further information, please see:
www.hs2.org.uk/
www.syltp.org.uk/
www.yorkshireneedshighspeedrail.co.uk/
Twitter.com/HighSpeed2Yorks
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significantly reduce rail journey times from London and Birmingham to Leeds, Sheffield and York and will increase
north/south rail capacity. It will also provide an opportunity to improve services on the existing rail network.
The West Yorkshire and South Yorkshire Passenger Transport

This document summarises the recommendations from both

Executives have together commissioned two studies to identify

studies which focus on the Government’s preferred station

how the proposals for phase 2 of HS2 can bring real transport

locations as published in January 2013 and highlights some

and economic benefits to Yorkshire.

of the further work required to ensure that HS2 can deliver
investment, opportunity and success across Yorkshire.
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Together, the Leeds and Sheffield City Regions have developed
an approach to modify services on the existing network.
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